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A historic ship in Texas 
will be tow this week for a 
dry dock and about a year 
of  repairs before setting sail 
again for a new home.

The battleship Texas, 
which has been berthed 
at the San Jacinto Battle-
ground State Historic Site 
in LaPorte, Texas, since 
1948, will be pulled from its 
berth Wednesday and towed 
to Galveston to the Gulf  
Copper Co.’s new dry dock, a 
distance of  about 35 miles.

There, the 32,000-ton bat-
tleship will be lifted from 
the water to have rusted 
and thinning hull plates 
replaced and other repairs 
made to its hull.

It’s a trip the battleship 
made once before. In 1989, 
it was towed to Galveston 
for major hull work for the 
first time in 43 years. But 
this time, when the work is 
finished, it will not return to 
the San Jacinto Park.

“We’re just not very visi-
ble, we’re not easy to get to, 
(and) we’re in the middle of  
a petrochemical industrial 
area,” said Bruce Bramlett, 
executive director and chief  
operating officer of  the Bat-
tleship Texas Foundation. 
“Then we had the fire a 
couple of  years ago, and you 
couldn’t get out on the ferry, 
you couldn’t get out Indepen-
dence Parkway, and all the 
orders were shelter in place, 
and we’re going, ‘Thank 
goodness we didn’t have 1,000 
school kids on the ship that 
day because what would we 
do with them?’ It needs to be 
in another location.”

Bramlett said the founda-
tion is in discussions with 
the cities of  Baytown, Beau-
mont and Galveston about 
finding a new, more visible 
home for the ship, one that 
will allow for enough visi-
tors for the ship to support 
itself  financially without 
major support from the state 
of  Texas.

Bramlett said that was one 
of  the conditions imposed 
by the Texas Legislature 
when it appropriated $35 

million to help with the re-
pairs.

“That 2019 funding wasn’t 
just ‘hey, here, go do the 
work,’” Bramlett said. “It 
came with some conditions, 
and one of  the conditions was 
when you pull it out of  San 
Jacinto State Park, you don’t 
bring it back. You find a new 
home where it’s more accessi-
ble, and there was no budget 
for that. You don’t just pull up 
and throw a rope over a post.”

This week’s move depends 
on good weather and could 
be delayed if  conditions are 
not ideal, the Battleship Tex-
as Foundation said in a writ-
ten release issued Aug. 22.

“A livestream video of  the 
departure will be available 
for the public to view for 
free on the BTF YouTube 
channel and Facebook group 
page,” the foundation said. 
“... On the departure day, live 
updates will be posted on the 
foundation website and on 
social media. Check in for live 
tracking, livestreams, and 
more.”

HISTORY
The Texas was built in 

1914 and was, for a short 
time, the most powerful 
naval weapon afloat, with 
10 14-inch guns in five twin 
turrets, two turrets on the 
front part of  the ship, two on 
the back and one in the mid-
dle of  the ship that could be 
fired to either side.

It was called a su-
per-dreadnought. A dread-
nought battleship was so 
named because of  Britain’s 

HMS Dreadnought, which 
launched in the first decade 
of  the 20th century and rev-
olutionized naval warfare at 
the time.

It carried 10 12-inch guns 
when nearly all other battle-
ships carried four larger-cal-
iber guns with batteries 
of  medium-caliber guns. 
The Dreadnought was also 
powered by turbine engines, 
which made it much faster 
than previous battleships.

The Texas served in World 
War I and became part of  
the British Grand Fleet af-
ter the U.S. entered the war 
against Germany in 1917.

It was in the Atlantic 
Ocean when the Japanese 
struck Pearl Harbor on Dec. 
7, 1941, yanking the U.S. into 
the war with Japan, Ger-
many and Italy, and served 
in the Atlantic throughout 
most of  its World War II 
service. It provided heavy 
escort for convoys of  supply 
ships sailing the Atlantic 
to England and other the-
aters of  war in Africa and 
the Mediterranean Sea and 
bombarded shore targets in 
support of  amphibious inva-
sions in North Africa in 1942 
and off  the Normandy coast 
for D-Day in 1944.

In 1945, it was transferred 
to the Pacific, where it bom-
barded Japanese positions 
on Iwo Jima and Okinawa.

It became the first post-
World War II museum ship 
in 1948 when it was towed 
from Baltimore and turned 
over to the state of  Texas at 
the San Jacinto Battlefield.

Battleship Texas to make  
historic move Wednesday

The battleship Texas, pictured here in June 2009, will 
undergo a year of repairs to its hull.        GLOBE | JOHN HACKER
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JACKSON, Miss. — Mis-
sissippi’s capital city is 
grappling with multiple 
water problems — too 
much on the ground after 
heavy rainfall in the past 
week and not enough safe 
water coming through the 
pipes for people to use.

Parts of  Jackson were 
without running water 
Tuesday because flooding 
exacerbated long-standing 
problems in one of  two wa-
ter-treatment plants. The 
city of  150,000 had already 
been under a boil-water 
notice for a month because 
the Health Department 
found cloudy water that 
could cause digestive prob-
lems.

Restaurant owner Derek 
Emerson told The Asso-
ciated Press on Tuesday 
that water problems “are 
making it impossible for us 
to do business in Jackson, 
Mississippi.” Emerson and 
his wife, Jennifer, own the 
upscale Walker’s Drive-In, 
and he said they have been 
spending $300 a day for ice 
and bottled water in the 
past month.

“I love doing business in 
Jackson, and I like the peo-
ple of  Jackson,” Emerson 
said. “I just — I hate dealing 
with the problems.”

Mississippi Gov. Tate 
Reeves said late Monday 
that he’s declaring a state 
of  emergency for Jackson’s 
water system, and he issued 
the proclamation Tuesday. 
The state will try to help 
resolve problems by hiring 
contractors to work at the 
treatment plant, which was 
operating at diminished ca-
pacity with backup pumps 
after the main pumps failed 
“some time ago,” Reeves 
said.

Mayor Chokwe Antar 
Lumumba said Jackson’s 
water system is troubled by 
short staffing and “decades 
of  deferred maintenance.” 

He said the influx of  wa-
ter from torrential rain 
changed the chemical com-
position needed for treat-
ment, which slowed the 
process of  pushing water 
out to customers.

Lumumba is Democrat 
and was not invited to the 
Republican governor’s 
Monday night news con-
ference. Although the two 
politicians are often at odds, 
Lumumba said Tuesday 
that he’s having productive 
discussions with the Health 
Department and the Mis-
sissippi Emergency Man-
agement Agency and he’s 
grateful for the state’s help.

Like many cities, Jack-
son faces water system 
problems it can’t afford to 
fix. Its tax base has eroded 
the past few decades as the 
population decreased — the 
result of  mostly white flight 
to suburbs that began after 
public schools integrated 
in 1970. The city’s popula-
tion is now more than 80% 
Black, with about 25% of  its 
residents living in poverty.

Low water pressure left 
some people unable to take 
showers or flush toilets, and 
officials said the low pres-
sure caused concern for 
firefighting. Those who did 
have water flowing from the 
tap were told to boil it to kill 
bacteria that could make 
them sick.

Jackson schools held 
classes online Tuesday, and 
some restaurants closed. 
Jackson State University 
brought in temporary 

restrooms for students, 
and Jackson State football 
coach Deion Sanders said 
the water crisis left his 
players without air con-
ditioning or ice at their 
practice facility. In a video 
that one of  his sons posted 
to social media, Sanders — 
also known as Coach Prime 
— said he wanted to move 
players into a hotel so they 
could shower.

“We’re going to find 
somewhere to practice, find 
somewhere that can accom-
modate every durn thing 
that we need and desire to 
be who we desire to be, and 
that’s dominate,” Sanders 
said. “The devil is a lie. He 
ain’t going to get us today, 
baby.”

White House press sec-
retary Karine Jean-Pierre 
told reporters Tuesday that 
the federal government is 
prepared to help Mississippi 
respond to the water crisis.

“We stand ready and we 
are eager to assist further 
as soon as we receive an 
official request from the 
state,” she told reporters 
aboard Air Force One. She 
said the state had not asked 
FEMA for help with truck-
ing in drinking water and 
declined to say why. Jean-
Pierre said White House of-
ficials have been in contact 
with local officials and the 
state Health Department.

Reeves said later Tuesday 
that the state is requesting a
federal disaster declaration.
He also said the Mississippi 
Emergency Management 
Agency will start distrib-
uting both drinking water 
and nonpotable water, and 
he activated the National 
Guard to help.

The problems at the water 
treatment plant came after 
the city appeared to largely 
avoid widespread flooding 
from a Pearl River swollen 
by days of  heavy rain. One 
home was flooded Monday 
but the mayor said the water 
did not rise as high as ex-
pected. Earlier projections 
showed about 100 to 150 
buildings in the Jackson 
area faced possible flooding.

Parts of Mississippi capital 
without running water

Treatment plant has 
long-standing problems

‘I love doing  
business in Jackson, 
and I like the people 
of Jackson. I just  
— I hate dealing 
with the problems.’
Derek Emerson
Restaurant owner


