
1560 Broadway, Suite 1400, Denver, CO 80202 
Tel 303.312.8800   www.tetratech.com 

October 28, 2022 

David Romero 
EPA Federal On-Scene Coordinator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 8 
1595 Wynkoop St. 
Denver, Colorado, 80202 

Subject: Site Trip Report 
Ogden Mercury Site Trip Report 
1851 Valley Drive, Weber County, Utah 
U.S. EPA Region 8 START V, Contract No. 68HE0820D0001 
Task Order No. 68HE0820F0071 
TD No. 2071-2208-15 
SSID: B8E4 

Dear Mr. Romero: 

As tasked by EPA task order 2071-2208-15, under the US EPA Region 8 START V contract,  Tetra Tech 
EM Inc. Superfund Technical Assessment and Response Team (START) is submitting this Emergency 
Response Trip Report generated for the Ogden Mercury Site located at 1851 Valley Drive, Weber 
County, Utah.  The overall scope of this technical direction (TD) was to provide technical support during 
emergency response activities. Specific tasking elements of this Technical Direction (TD) included 
mercury vapor monitoring, written and photographic documentation of response activities, and 
documentation of personal items determined to be contaminated. 

SITE BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

On August 31, 2022, Weber County Health and Utah DEQ requested assistance from the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region 8 to assess an open space area where an individual 
possessing elemental mercury had been living and panning for gold. The individual had been detained by 
Officer Hassig of the Ogden Police Department on August 19, 2022, for outstanding warrants. The arrest 
was made near the individual’s camp (“Individual’s Encampment”,) about a quarter mile northwest of 
Rainbow Garden Center located at 1851 Valley Drive in Ogden, Utah see Figure 1). On August 31, EPA 
deployed a Federal On-Scene Coordinator and support contractors to provide technical direction, 
complete an assessment of the area, coordinate with stakeholders, and provide direction/oversight of 
cleanup operations. 

PHYSICAL LOCATION AND CHARACTERISTICS 

The site is located about a quarter mile northwest of Rainbow Garden Center located at 1851 Valley 
Drive in Ogden, Utah (see Figure 1 in Enclosure 1). The site includes multiple encampments that a 
individual possessing elemental mercury (the individual) habituated.  
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EMERGENCY RESPONSE ACTIVITES 

On September 1, 2022, EPA and START completed a site-walk of two primary areas:  one area 
(“individual’s chimney encampment”) where the individual had built a large chimney furnace located 
southeast of 1851 Valley Drive; and a second area, the “individual’s encampment”, located across 
Canyon Drive and northwest of Rainbow Gardens Center (see Figure 2). Prior to initiating the site-walk, 
START verified calibration on a Lumex RA-915M mercury vapor analyzer (Lumex) and recorded a 
background concentration of 5 ng/m3, then began screening the two areas identified above. A summary of 
the screening activities conducted on September 1 is provided below: 

• START discovered a blue and gray bottle, and mercury vapor readings of 328 nanograms per
cubic meter (ng/m3) were recorded around the lid. START opened the bottle and recorded
mercury vapor readings greater than 50,000 ng/m3 from the headspace. The bottle was double-
bagged and turned over to the City of Ogden Health Department for disposal.

• START screened five other encampments in the surrounding area but did not record any readings
above 200 ng/m3, with readings ranging from 9 to 197 ng/m3.

• START returned to the Individual’s Chimney Encampment, and recorded readings ranging from
9 to 14 ng/m3.

• START then screened the City of Ogden Code Enforcement vehicle that was used during the
removal of the individual’s belongings 2 weeks prior on August 19th. START recorded readings
greater than 4,500 ng/m3 within the breathing zone of the truck . START removed the cloth seat
covers and rubber floor mats, double bagged them, and turned them over to the City of Ogden
Health Department for disposal. The truck was heated and vented, and readings decreased to 300
ng/m3 in the breathing zone.

• START screened the Ogden Code Services office space and hallway, and recorded readings
ranging from 24 to 310 ng/m3.

• START then moved to the Weber County corrections facility and screened the individual’s
clothing. Mercury vapor readings ranged from 5,500 to 7,000 ng/m3. EPA advised the correction
facility to vent the belongings on the roof of the building overnight to reduce mercury vapor
concentrations. The belongings were rescreened the following day.

On Friday, September 2, 2022, at noon, START and EPA returned to the Weber County Correction 
Facility to rescreen the individual’s clothing. These screening activities are summarized below. 

• Mercury vapor readings up to 30,000 ng/m3 were recorded from the bag containing the
individual’s personal belongings. START moved the individual’s shoes into a separate bag and
allowed the two bags to vent for a few minutes. START then rescreened the bag containing the
clothing, and recorded readings up to 21,000 ng/m3. START then screened the bag containing the
individual’s shoes, and recorded readings up to 8,000 ng/m3.

• Following EPA’s instructions, START triple-bagged the individual’s belongings in contractor
bags and returned them to the Weber County Correction Facility’s possession.  The City of
Ogden Health Department will handle the disposal of these items.

While EPA and START began demobilizing from the Weber County Correction Facility, Officer Hassig 
called EPA and START to brief them on the interview he conducted with the individual. During the 
interview, the individual provided two additional encampment locations (“individual’s roadside 
encampment” and “individual’s riverside encampment”) where he had the elemental mercury in his 
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possession. EPA, START, and Ogden Police reconvened to screen the two encampment locations. These 
additional activities are summarized below: 

• START recorded mercury vapor readings in soil up to 1,200 ng/m3 at the Individual’s Roadside
Encampment where the individual stated he had found the elemental mercury in a soil mixture
inside a plastic, one-gallon container.

• START recorded readings up to 9 ng/m3 at the Individual’s Riverside Encampment, where the
individual stated he panned the plastic container’s contents to separate the elemental mercury
from the soil mixture. It is at this second location that the individual stated that he transferred the
elemental mercury from the gallon container into the blue and gray bottle that was screened on
Thursday, September 1, 2022.

After the screening of these two encampment locations, EPA and START demobilized from the site. 

A complete record of screened items can be found in the logbook notes in Enclosure 2. 

Enclosures (2): 
Enclosure 1 (Figures) 
Enclosure 2 (Logbook Notes) 
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